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Emblem 26.  
 

 

   

 

Gramen. 

 
Gramineam

1
 Fabio patres tribuêre corollam,      

    Fregerat vt Pœnos
2
 Hannibalem  ; mora.  

Occulit inflexo nidum sibi gramine alauda,      

    Vulgò aiunt, pullos sic fouet illa suos. 

Saturno Marti  ; sacrum, quo Glaucus adeso 

    Polybides, factus creditur esse Deus.  

His meritò arguitur nodis tutela,
3
 salus  ;:

4 
     

    Herba  ; tot viret
5
 hæc digitalis habet. 

 

 

 
Textual Variants________________________________________________________________ 

1
21]GRAMINEAM   

2
77]Pœnos,   

3
67,77,83,21]tutela   

4
 7]sa  s  ;,    

5
67,77,83,21]vires 

 

Commentary___________________________________________________________________ 

PICTURE note: This emblem is one of the eight added to the collection by Alciato and illustrated for the 

first time in the 1549 Spanish edition. variant: 51 portrays in center foreground a lark's nest in the midst of couch 

grass. In the rear to the right stand on top of an altar the figures of Mars and Saturn, and to the left a group of 

worshipers kneeling before Glaucus, who holds a branch of couch grass in one hand and wears a garland made of the 

same grass. 67 reuses the cut from emblem 39, Vino prudentiam augeri (see emblem 23 above for description). 77 

follows 51, except the positions of Glaucus and the worshipers are switched, the nest is moved to the left, and the 

scythe in Saturn's left arm is held right side up.  83 follows 51. In a new design 21 pictures Fabius being honored by 

the senators with the couch-grass garland but retains the lark nest at the lower right corner. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Continue from no.  25) 
31 shows a clothed and garlanded Bacchus, sitting on the ground and holding a cup in his right hand, and to 

the left a grape-vine on a trellis. In 34, leaning against the trellis, a nude Bacchus, bearded and horned, is holding 

with his right hand a drum and a stick on top of his left knee, his left hand touching a wine-bowl on the ground next 

to his left thigh. In 47/83 a beardless but horned Bacchus leaning against a vine-stalk at right, his right hand holding 

on top of his right knee the drum and a pipe through which he is blowing and beating the drum with a stick in his left 

hand, a wine-bowl next to him on the ground; another wine-stalk is seen at left. This design is followed in 51, except 

the stick is held in the right and in the left hand the drum and pipe on top of a rock. 67 follows 47, except the stick 

held in the left hand is raised upright ready to strike the drum and there is no wine cup on the ground. 77 also 

follows 47, except Bacchus is sitting upright. In 21 the statue motif is introduced for the first time by having 

Bacchus stand on a pedestal under a grape-vine arbor and beat with two sticks a kettle drum which is hung with a 

strap over his shoulder; there is no wine-bowl nor pipe. 
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Emblem 26. Gramen. 
Couch grass, lark, Fabius, Saturn, 

& Mars. 

   

1531 (nonexistent). 1534 (nonexistent). 1546 (nonexistent). 

 

 

 

1547 (nonexistent). 1551, p. 33. 1567, n. 39, p. 39. 

 

 

 

 

1577, n. 26. 1583, n. 26, p. 117. 1621, n. 26. 

 


